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              Gregory P. Kurtz 
     Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                       (216) 524-4131         

            

 

                      

 

           

MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR MAY 27, 2022 
 
 

 
School Safety  
 
The shooting at a Texas elementary school that ended with nineteen children and two 

teachers dead has once again horrified the country and sparked outrage. As each day 

passes more heartbreaking details emerge about the lives of the victims. There are also 

growing questions about the safety precautions that were in place at the school.  

 

Several parents have contacted my office asking about the safety protocols the City and 

Police have in place for Independence Local Schools. All our school campuses are 

secured, i.e., there is restricted access to each building to ensure students, faculty, staff, 

and guests are as safe as possible. 

 

Currently, there are two police officers who serve full-time as School Resource Officers at 

the primary school. They are at the school when students arrive and until after they are 

dismissed. We are fortunate to have the Police Department located less than two-blocks 

from the middle and high school and less than a half-mile from the primary school. 

 

Our shift officers frequently walk through the schools while they are in session, to show 

presence and know the lay out. Many of our officers are residents and parents whose 

children attend Independence Local Schools.  

 

Independence Police have a comprehensive plan to respond to violent critical incidents at 

the schools which includes SWAT training and ALICE Training.  

 

ALICE was the pioneer in active shooter preparation training in the United States. They 

were the first program to question the reasonableness of “lockdown-only” policies and 

training.  
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Police Chief Butler wants to remind everyone that if you see something suspicious, say 

something.  

 

IPD has regular safety meetings with the schools and will continue to coordinate training 

and safety measures to make sure the schools are as safe as possible.  

 

 

Memorial Day, May 30th 

Monday’s Memorial Day Services will begin at 9:30 AM at the 
Veterans Plaza on Public Square. Limited seating will be 
available, and residents are encouraged to bring a folding chair 
or blanket. 

Immediately afterwards there will be the traditional procession 
down Brecksville Road to Maple Shade Cemetery for a brief, 
graveside service.  

Following the services, Discount Drug Mart will host a cookout 
in their parking lot to benefit the Independence High School 
Marching Band.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pool & Splash Pad Season  
 
For most people, Memorial Day marks the 
unofficial start of summer and that is 
certainly true for the City as we prepare to 
open the outdoor pool and splash pad on 
Sunday, May 29 at noon.  
 
The boilers and pumps have been tested and 

the water temps should be perfect for 

opening day.   
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It was fun to see the Moxley Family 
enjoying the splash pad earlier this 
week when the Recreation Department 
was testing out the equipment and 
setting up the new chairs.  
 
If you have not already, please 
remember to purchase your pool pass 
in advance to avoid any lines.  
 
Over by the tennis courts, the finishing 
touches are being made to the new 
Bocce Ball courts.  Work is scheduled 
to be completed over the weekend and 
the Bocce Ball courts will be open on  
Tuesday, June 1.  
 
These pictures tell the story – it is 
going to be a fun summer for 
Independence residents!  
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Preschool Pop-Up Program 
On Monday, our preschool aged children and their families joined us for a Preschool Pop-

Up Program: Yoga & Mindfulness Activities Edition. The class learned about different 

yoga poses and mindfulness activities.  

 

 
 
We look forward to welcoming Miss Halle back to the Civic Center throughout June and 
July for a mini-yoga series! 
 
 
On Thursday, the City hosted another Preschool Pop-Up Program called Tiny 
Critics. 



5 
 
 

 
 
Our “tiny critics” enjoyed popcorn and two short films all while learning about basic 
movie theater etiquette! 
 
 
 
 
 
Older Americans Month 
 

 
In honor of Older Americans Month, our community’s most revered residents, our 

seniors, received a free lunch courtesy of Mayor Kurtz, City Council and Finance Director 

Vern Blaze. 
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Fire Chief Steve Rega and Recreation Department Team 

Member Mark Chaney were on hand to grill burgers and hot 

dogs while members of the Community Services Team served 

all the fixings, corn on the cob, baked beans and an ice cream 

treat for dessert!  

Following the indoor picnic, Chief Rega spoke about fire safety 

and the various programs that the Fire Department offers to 

keep residents safe all year round! 

 

  
 

 
 

 
Countdown to Graduation 
 

I want to congratulate all the graduating 
Independence High School seniors who 
were awarded scholarships at the Senior 
Awards Program on Wednesday, May 25.  
 
It was my pleasure to speak to the 
students as they countdown to 
commencement on Sunday, June 5th.  
 

This year the Independence community 

organizations and families, along with 

several school-based organizations and 

clubs, awarded monies totaling $34,400 

to deserving seniors. 

There were thirty-nine scholarship 

categories awarded, some with multiple recipients, with a total of eighty-six 

scholarships/awards given.  

Forty students earned monetary scholarships and/or awards which means fifty percent of 

the graduating class was represented this year. Some students received multiple 

scholarships/awards from the various organizations.  

Guidance Secretary Marcia George who helped coordinate the awards presentation said, 

“We have such gratitude for our community and school as they support our graduating 

class each year.” 

             Mayor Gregory Kurtz and Marcia George 
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Senior Cookout 

After the Senior Awards Program and before the commencement practice, Independence 

High School seniors enjoyed a hot dog and hamburger cookout.  

  

The star chef was none other than School Resource Officer Brad Borowy (pictured above). 

Students gathered in small groups outside and grabbed lunch before the practice, senior 

class photo, and afternoon "Senior vs. Staff" softball game.  

Angie’s Pizza delivered pizza and the Kona Ice truck was positioned at the baseball 

diamond for cool relief. 

 

 

Weekly Finance Review  

Read Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Review for May 27, 

2022 here.  

 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 

https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
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